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Times A' Changing 

Folksinger Bob Dylan has a song that goes "The times they are 
a'changing." 

Dylan himself might well be shocked at how fast they are changing. 
Never before in our history have we Americans been so acutely 
challenged to modify so quickly the way we plan, organize, and build our 
communities, as well as the way we travel, consume, live and even think. 
This sudden challenge results primarily from a convergence of four well- 
publicized crises: energy, resources, environment, and economy. How do 
we respond? 

Much of the answer is too complex to address here, but part of it is 
very simple. We must stop the daily waste of our resources. We must 
promptly achieve a whole new level of socioeconomic efficiency and pru- 
dence, a whole new dimension of modesty in what we demand of our en- 
vironment and our political system. 

The latter, for example, burdened with a tendency to try and solve 
more and bigger problems from the top down, has produced a federal 
bureaucracy so massive and uncontrollable as almost to guarantee ineffi- 
ciency and waste. This apparatus must be shrunk and streamlined 
through a redistribution of decision-making powers to smaller, more 
manageable political units, like the state and the county. 

In a sense, we can make the same “top-down” observation about the 
built environment: our cities, neighborhoods, factories, and freeways. 
Most of them were developed at a time when fossil fuels and other 
resources, including land, were considered as inexhaustible as the buffalo 
in the 1870's. Financiers and builders planning new structures have 
understandably not hesitated to demolish older buildings standing in the 
way. Collaterally, when told by their architects that a better-crafted, 
energy-efficient building would cost them more to construct, they have 
generally opted for less efficient buildings, assuming a continued abun- 
dance of cheap fuel now dwindling fast. This has resulted in an urban en- 
vironment which wastes our limited resource pool as voraciously as big 
government wastes our tax-dollars. 

So the time has come to "recycle" warehouses, schools, and city-halls 
in the same spirit of conservation with which we are learning to recycle 
tin cans and newspapers. We must also try to improve the energy efficien- 
cy of older buildings by "retrofitting" them with high-performance 
mechanical systems, including, where feasible, solar and wind alterna- 
tives. 

Finally, as with individual commercial and public facilities, certain 
older neighborhoods ought to be recycled too, and toward that end bills 
have been proposed to the House of Representatives for federally spon- 
sored rehabilitation loans. Such loans would make it possible for low-in- 
come residents in deteriorating neighborhoods to renovate and improve 
their homes. I, for one, shall look closely at these proposals for "recyc- 
ling" our built environment, because "The times they are a'changing." 


Mn Fedo 


Alan Steelman, Dallas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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texas office 
supply co. 


can mak 
your offices 


larger without 
adang soace. 


Along with your architect or interior 
planner, we can help you accom- 
plish your design, budget, and work 
flow objectives at considerable sav- 
ings. We plan, co-ordinate, supply, 
install and maintain “open concept" 
| / furnishings systems. We know which 
(both offices are exactly the same size , systems function best; which sys- 


measure them for yourself) tems will increase employee morale 
m m — 


and productivity. We carry furnish- 
ings systems by Eppinger, Hard- 
wood House, Haworth, Heibert, J.G., 
Nucraft, Steelcase and many others. 
Let us sit down with you and show 
you the value of "open concept. 
Texas Office Supply Co. — the fur- 
nishings systems professionals. 
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Jerry Axelrod/Texas Office Supply Co./ 
texas 


Offices and showroom 6628 Gulf Freeway/Houston, Texas 


(713) 644-6241 

ind office 
Company Title = pply 
Address City Su 

State Zip CO. 


he Office furnishings professionals 
Phone The Offic ) 
Member Contract Furnishings Council 


IFOUR BRICK LOOKS 
ALITTLE SMUG, 
IT’S NOT WITHOUT 
GOOD REASON. 


Six good reasons, actually. Reasons that could 
save you quite a bit of money on your next building. 

There’s a new study out, done by the Texas State 
Building Materials and Systems Testing 
Laboratory. In it are some rather impressive facts 
comparing brick versus glass exterior walls on 
office buildings. 

Comparing a typical 15- ر‎ office building with 
exterior walls of 80% brick (20% window area) to 
an all glass exterior building, brick will outperform 
glass as follows: 

(1) The brick building will save 9% in initial 
construction cost, (in this study, qe Bey 
(2) the brick building saves wm 34% in cash 
equity required; (3) the brick building reduces 
heating and air conditioning bills by 9.8% 

(4) the brick building's annual — costs 
are nearly 4% less, ($29,436 savings the first 
year); (5) the brick xy ds maximum rate of 
return is 28% higher; (6) the brick building's 

rental income is the same as the glass building. 

What all of this means to you as an investor 
or architect is a larger budget for those luxuries 
that attract clients. A building with a prestige 
image, low upkeep and a high return 


Not bad for a 5,000 year old building material. 
Especially in a time when economic performance is 
critical. Smug? Maybe. But for reasons important 
to you. And to us. Acme Brick. Think of us next 
time you build. We're reasonable in more ways 
than one. 

The complete TSBMSTL report has been 
reprinted by permission of the state agency and is 
available on request. Acme also offers assistance 
by qualified technical representatives. Just call 
or write, or contact your local 
Acme Brick representative 
Acme Brick Company, Box 425, ACME 
Fort Worth, Texas 76101. acme] 
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The real beauty of GRANOWALL 
and GRANOSTRUCT prefabricated 
exterior wall systems lies beneath 
their rugged exteriors. Look deeper, 
you'll find structural features that 
provide strength and unlimited versa- 
tility. 


GRANOWALL VENEER PANELS 


Rigid !4" cement asbestos board com- 
bined with time-tested cement and 
sand matrix allow a wide range of 
durable and attractive finishes, Ideal- 
ly suited for use over masonry, wood 
or metal. Also ideal for renovation 
projects. 


GRANOSTRUCT PANELS 


GRANOSTRUCT panels are GRAN- 
OWALL vencers which have been fac- 
tory finished after lamination to steel 
stud frames. They are engineered to 
meet both load-bearing and non- 
load-bearing design criteria. All 
GRANOSTRUCT panels are available 
in a complete range of shapes and 
colors with aggregate, textured or 
sculptured finishes. 


ECONOMICS: 


e Weigh less than 10 tbs. psf. 

e High insulating values 

* Factory fabricated for early 
delivery 

* Fast erection with minimal 
equipment 


Write for our free color brochure and 
Architectural Detail book. 


SEE US AT THE CSI/PC SHOW 


BOOTHS 68 AND 69 
Dallas, Texas 


má CARPENTER 


P 3 DALLAS 
^ FAIR-PARK 
TOWER 


DL 
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PLASTERING po Box 4008- Station "A" Dallas, Texas 75208 


COMPANY 


Phone (214) 742-3806 


Water 
lf N 


rd 


PARK 


You have our guarantee on it. When one of our licensed 
Neogard Applicators has the contract for your specific 
waterproofing system — you have the assurance that a 
quality application will be put down that satisfies your 
requirements and our specifications 

We can do it because we have 60 million square feet of 
experience in applying waterproofing systems — and 
because we use superior quality materials born of our own 
technology, which springs from our 47 years of formulating 
coating systems. 

We are The Neogard Corporation, a company that 
specializes in waterproofing systems. Somewhere on one of 
our many projects scattered from Alaska to Caracas, 
Venezuela and from Boston to Agana, Guam, we have 
handled a project much like your own. 


Whether it is a vehicular or pedestrian traffic-bearing 
system, buried membrane or roofing system you need, here 
is what you will get from us: 

A waterproofing system that is seamless because it is 
fluid-applied. It is flexible— it stands up to inclement 
weather, temperature fluctuations, ultraviolet light attack, 
fire and chemicals. In addition to all these benefits it is 
attractive and some systems are non-skid, as well. 

Our Neogard systems will protect your investment 
whether it is new construction or the renovation of your 
present facilities. Your cost of ownership and maintenance 
will be less, and the life of your property will be extended. 

We guarantee our work. And now we would like to work 
for you. Please write for more information — or give us 
a call. 


THE NEOGARD CORPORATION 
2732 Empire Central 
P.O. Box 35288 - Dallas, Texas 75235 

'« 214/357-4305 


The Resourceful Alternative 


A case for recycling buildings, with six real examples 


By Jim Hendricks 


The recycling of buildings is nothing 
new; it's been going on for years, Recently, 
however, tight money, the rising cost of 
labor and building materials and the 
general economic slump tronically have 
occasioned a boom for architects who 
have been involved in the swing from new 
construction to recycling. Both architects 
and owners are being forced to take a 
fresh look at the recycling of old build- 
ings—olten "everyday" structures with no 
particular historical or architectural sig- 
nificance—to new uses. The trend presents 
a profitable alternative for architects as 
well as the interesting challenge of creat- 
ing something new from something old. 


For the Client 


There are also many advantages for the 
client in the recycling approach. In many 
instances, the owner conveniently can 
continue to occupy the existing location by 
renovating and adding new space, Other 
projects require looking for an existing 
old building in another location that can 
be recycled to meet the owner's require- 
ments. Another advantage is a savings in 
construction cost of 20% to 35%. Recy- 
cling a sound, existing structure will 
generally cost from $10 to $25 per sq. ft., 
while a newly constructed project will cost 
at least 530 to $35 per sq. ft., not includ- 
ing land. It is not unusual for property to 
be purchased in the Central Business Dis- 
trict For the cost of the land alone, with the 
old building included in the purchase 
price. If the structure is sound, the owner 
is able, with a few repairs, to utilize the ex- 
isting structural system and walls. Most 
often, in addition to the architectural 
recycling involved, the mechanical and 


Jim Hendricks is a partner in the Dallas 
firm of Burson, Hendricks & Walls, which 
has been a part of the recycling movement. 
He is co-chairman of TSA's Historic 
Resources Committee. 
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electrical systems will have to be replaced 
to meet code standards and owner re- 
quirements. 


Pitfalls Expected 


Despite the advantages, there are pit- 
falls in recycling an old structure which 
the owner and architect must anticipate. 
Because some buildings require a great 
deal of time and money to bring them up 
to new code standards, code and zoning 
requirements must be analyzed in the 
early planning stages. Still, there well al- 
ways be surprises during construction, and 
the extent of these will not be apparent un- 
til completion of whatever demolition is 
required. 

Given these intangibles, the architect 
never knows how much more work will be 
involved, Therefore, design fees for recy- 
cling projects often run 10% to 50% high- 
er than those for regular work, and many 
architects prefer to accept a retainer and 
hourly fee rather than negotiate a fixed 
design fee. The owner must be aware that 
there will be some surprises and have 
money allotted for this purpose. The con- 
tractor, for his part. must approach the 
recycling project with caution, realizing 
the need to protect himself because of the 
unknowns on a fixed contract fee. 

Recycled projects have been ac- 
complished through many types of con- 
tracts. One of the best systems seems to be 
the Management Consultant approach, 
with complete understanding among 
architect, owner and contractor, The ma- 
jor recycling project demands an un- 
believable amount of teamwork to pro- 
duce a structure that all three parties will 
be proud of upon completion. 


Pride and Joy 


Many projects involve structures of 
some historic significance; historic preser- 
vation can be accomplished at the same 
time a client is fulfilling his own personal 
requirements, This can be very satisfying 
to the owner and the people working in the 
completed structure, who usually display 
a great deal of pride in the building and 
enjoy being a part of it. This same pride is 


seen during the construction phase in 
craftsmen working on the project. 
Generally, they are sincerely interested in 
doing the best job they can, whatever their 
part might be. This overall pride in 
craftsmanship is very gratifying to the 
architect, and it denotes a marked change 
in attitude from that normally found on a 
standard construction project. 

Of course, historic preservation is popu- 
lar these days. The owner, architect and 
contractor are likely to receive good 
publicity and perhaps some awards for 
their efforts. There is a great hunger in this 
bicentennial year for ways to relate to our 
past. and one of the best ways is to take 
part in saving some of these important old 
structures, However, from the standpoint 
of conservation and economics. even 
buildings of no historical significance are 
often well worth saving for adaptive use. 


Learning from Old Designs 


Sull another advantage for the architect 
on a recycling project is the enrichment 
that comes from understanding what the 
architect of an earlier time was doing. 
Valuable knowledge can be gleaned from 
different periods of architectural history 
by becoming personally involved with old 
designs, details, materials and methods of 
construction, 

Finally, it is interesting that architects 
scem to have a different perspective on 
new projects after these recycling ex- 
periences. They are more determined to 
see that their new buildings are con- 
structed well and have good design 
qualities—that they are not just fads of to- 
day—so that they too will one day be 
recycled. Hopefully. today's new build- 
ings will be increasingly worthy of preser- 
vation in the overall perspective of 
architectural history. 


Editors’ Note: Hendricks’ article serves as 
an excellent preface to the next nine pages, 
which feature reports on six recycling 
projects in Texas. 


1. Round Rock: 
A New Old 
City Hall 


It used to house a fire truck-—this trim s 
little stone building in downtown Round 
Rock—but you'd never know it now. 

[n fact, time was when almost all city 
functions were carried on from this one 
small structure. But the fire and police 
departments moved to new facilities, 
leaving a city hall that looked like a fire 
station, and a decision to be made: build à 
new city hall or "fix up" the old one. 

As in any potential recycling project, 
two basic considerations emerged, Was 
the existing structure physically suttable 
for transformation into the desired end 
result? And would the costs be 
reasonable? Architects said "yes" to both 
questions, and the city officials took their 
word for it. 

With the final result, the Austin firm of 
Wilson Stoeltje Martin laid to rest any 
previous doubts. Minor structural 
modifications increased usable space by 
about 35%. Exterior touching-up and E ` e 
interior refinishing gave the whole Front view, after 
building a "new" look. Yet the basic 
charm of the old stone structure was 
preserved. ("You might say it was 
"liberated'," says architect Horace 
Wilson.) For $18 per square foot, City 
Manager Jim Hislop and his staff are 
happy. As for the folks of Round Rock, 
well they'd gotten sorta used to the old 
building after fifty years or so, and they're 
glad it's still around. 


City Manager's office 


Added stairway 
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2. Austin: 
A Hotel's 
Change of 
Face 


Future lobby 


Current view 


The renovation of Austin's Commodore 
Perry Hotel is a project Texas Architect 
will be monitoring closely (from just 
across the street). The 1940s structure, 
located at Eighth and Brazos in the heart 
of downtown, will acquire a new name, 
along with a major facelift, while being 
converted into a luxury condominium 
complex for business/residential/commer- 
cial use. When completed some two years Future view from Eighth and Brazos 
from now, the new "Texas Commodore" 
will combine under one roof facilities for 
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office/living units, residential suites, officials, executives, lobbyists and visitors through 12th, will be remodeled to 
restaurants, clubs, boutiques and other to Austin. But in the sixties, with the influx accomodate condominium units. 
retail establishments. of motor hotels, its fortunes began to Plans for the exterior refurbishing call 
Austin architect Max Brooks was decline until, in 1974, it ceased hotel for an arched arcade and brick sidewalks 
involved with design of the original operations entirely. around the building on Eighth and Brazos, 
structure back in 1948 as a partner in the The ambitious attempt to give the old sidewalk landscaping with trees and 
firm of Giesecke, Kuehne & Brooks. Now building new life will involve total shrubs, and new brick finish for lower 
Brooks' present firm — Brooks, Barr, renovation of the 211,000 square feet of level exterior walls. A new parking garage 
Graeber & White — is handling the floor space. Lower floors will be torn out will be constructed adjacent to the 
renovation. to make way for a two-story lobby and a building on Ninth Street. 
In its prime location just a couple of three-story atrium surrounded by small The new decor: "contemporary 
blocks from the Capitol, the Commodore shops, offices, restaurants and similar Texana." The anticipated price tag: $2.8 
became a popular stop for government commercial units. The upper floors, 4th million, and a bargain at that. 
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` 
Entrance, facing Mesquite Street 


3. Corpus Christ 


The Alamo 
Remembered 


Texas Architect 


12 


Conference Room 


For the decade following its birth in 
1929, the building known to Corpus 
Christians as the Alamo housed a second 
box office for the thenflourishing Ritz 
Theater. Built as part of the original 
theater construction, the wing served as 
the Mesquite Street entrance and also 
housed a couple of shops. But in 1939, 
"Gone with the Wind" became the last 
picture show; this auxiltary entrance was 
deactivated and the entire wing became a 
tobacco warehouse, complete with a huge 
cigar sign out front. The theater itself 
closed years later, a victim of suburban 
competition, but was put back into use as a 
concert hall «ith the advent of country 
rock. 

In 1974, Architects Brock Mabrey and 
Partners "took a chance," and purchased 
the then-vacant wing facing Mesquite, 
lovingly restored it, and made it the 
headquarters of their statewide practice. 
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Principal Les Mabrey maintains that the 
large, interesting open spaces of the 
structure are well-suited for the firm's 
design activities. The architects retained 
the Alamo's arched hallway of white 
textured plaster. which begins at the glass 
entryway of the conference room and 
continues the length of the building. Free- 
standing cedar dividers and graphic fabric 
panels partition functional areas without 
disturbing unique open spaces. 
Cost Advantage 

The cost of acquisition and restoration 
of the old structure proved to be 
economically advantageous. "Our firm 
has made past studies that indicated the 
economies of creating new construction or 
restoring and renovating existing 
structures were equal," says Mabrey. 
"Now, however, rising construction costs 
indicate that renovation economies are 
much better in most instances." 


An even more important factor to 
Mabrey, however, is commitment to the 
urban core itself. "Center city blight is the 
natural resultant of community growth," 
Mabrey said. "As residents move ever 
outward, sales and service activities must 
follow. . . . Corpus Christi has 
experienced this phenomenon for the past 
two decades. Today, however, financial, 
legal, corporate and oil activities are 
experiencing a strong in-migration 

"The core will never die, but will 
change naturally — will reshape itself with 
some prodding and some small amount of 
understanding. For business entities 
relocating within the core, the never- 
ending. ultimate appeal of “being in the 
center of things" will mature center city 
into its own sense of place, so different 
than it has been in the past, bul so 
imperative in its function." 
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4. Waco: 
An Artful 
Renovation 


It all began as a summer retreat for à 
wealthy lumber magnate and his young 
bride. In 1924, the late William Waldo 
Cameron selected perhaps the most 
beautiful site in Waco for a "simple 
summer cottage with a large livingroom." 
Located on the crest of a high bluff 
surrounded by woodlands, "Valley View" 
overlooked the beautiful valleys of the 
Brazos and Bosque Rivers and proved to 
be a popular retreat. To accomodate the 
Camerons' many guests, the relatively 
modest structure was enlarged into a 
three-level Mediterranean-style mansion 
— with swimming pool, courtyard and 
cabana — and became a favorite gathering 
place for the social elite. Cameron's death 
in the late thirties marked the beginning of 
Valley View's decline, though in recent 
years visitors could be seen strolling the 
grounds of the vacant mansion and 
lingering in the abandoned courtyard, 
enamored by its charm. 

Under terms of an agreement with 
M«cClennan Community College, which 
purchased 160 acres of the Cameron estate 
in 1966, Valley View is being renovated 
as the future home of Waco Creative Art 
Center, The Art Center (as it will be 
called after its relocation) has over the last 
few years developed a highly successful 
community visual arts program — 
exhibits, classes, special projects and 
events — operating out of a storefront 
building in downtown Waco. The 
renovation of Valley View, being done by 
the San Antonio firm of Ford, Powell & 
Carson, will provide 10,000 square feet of 
space for exhibits, administration and 
classes. Future phases call for 
construction of a large exhibition gallery, 
conversion of the swimming pool area into 
a sculpture and water garden, and 
enclosure of pergolas and cabana. 

The Cameron house was a "natural" for 
recycling, according to architect Milton 
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Babbitt, The site is prime, with access to 
parking. The relationships of house, 
courtyard, cabana and pergolas are 
perfect for anticipated uses and good for 
phased construction. All of these elements 
are distinctive and were designed at the 
same level of quality. As for the house 
itself, most of its charm is on the exterior, 
where it can easily be preserved, allowing 
for complete flexibility of interior space 
without sacrifice of any distinctive 
features 

With the initial phase of the project 
nearly complete, the cost savings are 
25-35% compared to new construction. 
More significantly, maintains Babbitt, the 
ambience of the setting and character of 
the whole complex could not be 
duplicated at twice the cost. 
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5. Austin: 
Living with 
the Past 


One of the most appealing things about 
recycling an old building, regardless of its 
architectural or historic distinction, is the 
possibility of inhabiting à structure which 
carries with it an established tradition or 
heritage of some sort — if nothing more 
than à string of colorful stories about 
colorful people and times 

The Austin architectural firm of 
Taniguchi, Shefelman, Vacker, and 
Minter (TSY M) has occupied such a 
building since 1966. Standing at the 
corner of Third Street and Congress 
Avenue, the " TSVM Building" was first 
erected in E881 as the Pearl House Saloon, 
one of a number of such establishments 
aimed at garnering business from the 
mounting traffic through and around 
Austin’s two old rail depots, each of which 
stood diagonally across Congress from the 
other. No one knows quite how long the 
saloon operated, but, according to 
architect Tom Shefelman, it lunctioned 
eventually as a House of Pleasure from 
whose second-floor balconies ladies in 
satin dresses beckoned to men on the 
streets below. Decades later, probably 
during World War II, the saloon became 
San Wah's C afe, itself to become a favorite 
Austin landmark. 

Preventing Obsolescence 

Shetelman originally learned of the 
building through a city-sponsored study 
which he himself was conducting on how 
to prevent commercial obsolescence in the 
downtown area, The building was for rent 
at the time, so the firm moved in and 
launched a renovation effort which has 
continued, in stages, for several years 

Besides sprucing up the exterior (a 
mixed bag of typical Victorian features, 
like pseudo-Corinthian columns tacked 
onto the front), the architects knocked 
down partitions on the second floor to 
create a sizable open space, over which, at 
the rear, they constructed a large loft, or 
mezzanine (made possible by the 15-100 
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View from loft (below) and toward loft (above) 


ceiling height). They also constructed a 
second set of stairs, to conform to city 
codes, replaced old balcony doors with 
high arched windows, installed central 
air-conditioning, modern lighting, and 
glass-enclosed cubicles for islands of 
quiet 

The total cost of TSY M's building to 
date, including some furnishings, has 
come to about $67,000. Built new in 1976, 


a comparable brick building of 4500 
square feet would cost well over $100,000 
— excluding land. And you wouldn't have 
those stories about the Pearl House Saloon 
(or the one about the old Austin glass- 
installer who, upon entering the building. 
exclaimed to Tom: "Well, TUH be 
goldarned! This is where | did it for the 
first time"). 
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6. Dallas: 
Hangar to 
Stew Pot 


Dallas developer Jim Coker saw more 
than an ugly tin building in the abandoned 
hangar at the old Highland Park city 
airport; he envisioned a fun place to be 
And, besides, he needed a way to utilize 
all those architectural antiques he had 
collected the world over and assembled in 
the hangar next door. Thus originated the 
concept for Olla Podrida, a “bazaar of 
artisans and craftsmen, unusual wares, 
delightful foods and subtle surprises.” 
Here, says one observer, "you can watch 
potters pot, carvers carve, weavers weave 
and sculptors sculpt. You can see stained 
glass in the making while dining on an 


elegant quiche, or just on corn and beans." 


Two Dallas firms — The Architects 
Partnership and Pratt, Box & Henderson 
— were responsible for the amazing 
transformation of the huge (60' x 240°) 
structure. The basic concept called for a 
European-style center street of brick, with 
two levels of shops on cither side and 
ample skylighting overhead. Project 
architect Ron Bradshaw, of The 
Architects Partnership. says that although 
à full set of working drawings now exists, 
the actual protect "was completed from 
sketches done as we went along." 
Bradshaw literally “lived on the site" 
during the construction year of 1972, 


Scenes from Olla Podrida and ( bottom, left) 
exterior view of the three converted hangars 
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working with individual tenants — who 
purchased and utilized many of Coker's 
architectural antiques — and the 
carpenters themselves 

Construction cost was a low $21 per 
square foot, less basic materials, most of 
which were themselves recycled. The 
project has been so successful that a 
second phase has been constructed in the 
adjacent hangar which housed the 
antiques. A third hangar containing a 


dinner theater and indoor tennis courts, 
the first ventures on the abandoned 
airfield site, completes the complex. 
"Olla Podrida is literally “stew pot,’ " 
Bradshaw said, “but a very special one 
which changes daily with the addition of 
new ingredients. It never runs out and is 
ever-changing. This is what we sought, and 
it's what we got. What was once a huge 
barn of hangar on its way to oblivion has 
been rescued and refitted into today." 
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Laughter Is Its Own Reward 


But Texas Architect will pay you forit anyway 


We've decided to liven up the magazine with "arkiteck" jokes 
and cartoons which we hope to attract from our readers. If you've 
heard a good one lately, or if you or someone you know has 
drawn a cartoon or even a piece of office graffiti, send it in to us. 
We'll pay you $5 for every joke and $20 for every cartoon or 
drawing we print, and we'll return the ones we don't use. (Jokes 
about clients of architects are okay too. Also jokes and cartoons 
about students, buildings, energy, transportation, government — 
your imagination is the limit.) Mail submissions to Humor Editor, 
Texas Architect Magazine, 800 Perry-Brooks Building, Austin, 
Texas 78701. 


You can Dur Di Mutschler cabinetry 


because it 


the most expensive, 


or because it’s the best. 


Those seeking the finest in cabinetry will 
invariably look to Mutschler. But at the 
same time, they will see other attractive 
offerings costing less. 

And until a closer inspection is 
made, one might well ask: Would I 
be paying for the Mutschler name? 

Careful comparison, however, 
will reveal why Mutschler Cabin- 


etry commands a higher price. 


Built the way fine 


craftsmen. They use extra-thick Oak, 


Maple and Cherry hardwoods IT- 


The only kitchen that lets you 


If you should decide later on that 
you would rather have your vegetable 
bins where you have your pots and 
pans, you can do it. In fact, 
virtually all Mutschler storage 
features are easily interchange- 
able. Even silverware and 
cutlery storage features can be 
moved from drawer to drawer. 
Think what this ex- » 


clusive flexibility means 
to you. You can re- AA 
arrange as your 


needs change over ك‎ 


You get a finish not 


throughout. And unlike most cabinets, only beautiful but the years. You can 
even the shelves are solid hardwood. highly resistant to stains and scratches. purchase additional 
All cabinet joints are mortised and "E storage features 
tenoned with comer rails and comer Storage. Are we giving away in the future. 
blocks and , the secrets of This alone makes 
interlocked سا‎ af nb. magicians? Mutschler cabinetry 
in various An ingenious variety of storage worth paying more 
other ways features works magic with for. 
to complete space. Slide-out racks, baskets, punt m 
Voci vegetable bins, e trays and hack, 
of incredible can storage w 1 
strength. تىش‎ Why you should not settle 
The drawers have Revolving comer storage for less than the finest. 


dovetailed joints 
found only in the 
finest funiture. 


The 

perfected finish. 

17 different steps. 1/6 
The cabinets are 


machine sanded then ¦ 


hand sanded and hand rubbed to satin 
smoothness. Then stain is applied 
followed by handwiping ى‎ pat drying. 
The natural grains are then accented by 
shading and toning. A catalyzed vinyl 
sealer is applied followed once again by 
heat drying. And then by sanding, 
steel-wool smoothing, and cleaning. 


A catalyzed vamish top coat is applied. 


Then the cabinets are oven baked. 
And finally, they are rubbed with 
a special lubricant, waxed, buffed and 


polished—all by hand. 


The cost of cabinetry averages about 25% 
of the total cost of a typical kitchen 
remodeling project. It would be false 
economy to compromise on cabinetry 
when you can get Mutschler without 


making useful places out of 
comers. A swing-out spice rack 
putting everything at your fingertips. 
And a large storage pantry made to handle 
an unbelievable array of goods using 


swing-out adding a great deal to your total 
shelf units. costs. 

Along with Your Mutschler Kitchen Specialist 
these and many stands ready to answer all of your 
other storage questions and assist you in every way 


possible. (He can also show you 
other fine cabinetry for the home 
including complete wall systems and 


options, you get 
adjustable shelves 
in upper and 


lower cabinets. bathroom vanities.) 

And the upper Visit Mutschler Kitchens of 
cabinets are Dallas, 185 Turtle Creek Village, 
deeper than other Dallas, Texas 75219. Phone 214-528-5222. 
makes—a full 13 

inches (to hold large 


serving platters and 
oversize dinner plates 


laid flat). 


plac " WIMUTSCHLER 


The quality is as high as the price. 
Nappanee, Indiana 46550 
(219) 773-3111 


a Triangle Pacitic Company 


ecycling The Strand 


Sue Silverman Brink is editor of Sac- 
carappa, the bimonthly newsletter of the 
Galveston Historical Foundation. Above is 
the Blum Building, currently for sale 
through the Foundation's Revolving Fund 
(see story on page 23). 
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By Sue Silverman Brink 


The Strand, in Galveston, comprises 
one of the most important concentrations 
of 19th century iron-front structures in the 
United States. Once dubbed "The Wall 
Street of the Southwest," it was built dur- 
ing the heyday of the Great Port of 
Galveston, and, though scarred, has sur- 
vived well enough to be listed by the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Sites and the 
Texas Historical Commission. Now, alter 
years of dormancy on a street whose for- 
tunes faltered, these magnificent buildings 
are being rejuvenated, their facades 
restored, their interiors adapted for 
restaurants, shops, offices and apartments. 


Revolving Fund 


Since early 1973, when the Moody 
Foundation granted $200,000 and the 
Kempner Fund $15,000 to the Galveston 
Historical Foundation (GHF), exciting 
things have been happening. This money 
was used to establish a revolving fund 
enabling GHF to buy historic Strand 
buildings and then resell them to private 
investors with preservation deed restric- 


tions. Purchasers also agree to restore the 
facade and develop active uses in the in- 
terior. (The Strand buildings offer im- 
mense potential for adaptive use, with 
natural brick walls, 18-foot ceilings, tall 
vertical windows and rich-grained wood 
floors.) 


Busy, Busy 


The Strand has since taken long, bold 
strides toward becoming a fascinating 
street and an integral part of Galveston's 
downtown area two blocks away. It is 
already a cultural center. The Galveston 
Arts Center on The Strand provides year- 
round classes in ceramics, photography, 
silk-screening, and oil painting, to men- 
tion a few. Last year saw a magnificent 
Festival On The Strand sponsored by the 
Galveston County Cultural Arts Council 
with artists and craftsmen from four states, 
Sculptor Harvey Bott has refurbished a 
Strand building for Loft-on-Strand Gal- 
lery. The Old Strand Emporium, The 
Strand Surplus Senter, Georgette's Cafe, 
The Strand Greenery, the 1882 Soup and 
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Sandwich Shoppe. and Vernon Pats An- 
tiques help make The Strand a varied, in- 
teresting place to be, while nearby Fisher- 
man's Whart allows a firsthand view of the 
Port of Galveston. One of the most excit- 
ing prajects is the Whiteside Townflats, an 
1870 tron-front building converted into 
apartments. Ford, Powell, and Carson of 
San Antonio were the architects of this 
stunning. design. Other architects doing 
Strand renovations include Architects in 
cahoots of Houston, Lyndon McKnight of 
Houston, Louis Oliver of Galveston, and 
Charles Zwiener of Galveston 

Greatly aiding The Strand restoration 
project are the many private wholesalers 
on the street who have voluntarily painted 
the exteriors of their buildings. Restora- 
tion of the historic Stewart Title Building 
is Slated to start soon, and the Moody 
Foundation has recently purchased the 
Santa Fe Railway Terminal building 
which anchors The Strand at 25th Street 


Storefront Dioramas 


An Action Plan for The Strand was re- 
cently completed by the Philadelphia 
architectural and planning firm of Venturi 
and Rauch. Christopher J. Brown and As- 
sociates, a Houston consulting firm, did 
the economic and marketing feasibility 
study for the Plan. Funding was provided 
by a City Options grant from the National 
Endowment for The Arts and the Moody 
Foundation. Action Plan ideas include 
“street exhibits” in vacant storefront win- 
dows, showing the activity of The Strand 
during its great days in the 19th century, 
along with portraits of original buildings 
Visitors will thus see The Strand as it was 
and as it is being restored today. There are 
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also plans for pedestrian walkways to link 
The Strand with the central business dis- 
trict, including the 1894 Grand Opera 
House, the ANICO Tower, the wharf at 
Pier 22, and shuttle buses to connect The 
Strand to the beachiront, University of 
Texas Medical Branch and the rest of 
Galveston. (The Grand Opera House is 
being restored by the Galveston County 
Cultural Arts Council as a peclorming arts 
center.) 


Mansions, Storms, Ships 


And that isn't all: Ashton Villa, an 1859 
Italianate mansion recently restored and 
furnished for tours, had 25,000 visitors in 
1975. The Bicentennial Visitors Center, 
located in its carriage house, includes the 
“1900 Storm" multi-media presentation 
Elissa, an 1877 square-rigged sailing 
vessel, which visited the Port of Galveston 
twice in the 1800's, has been purchased by 
GHF, and vigorous fundraising efforts are 
underway to bring the Elissa back to 
Galveston as an operational sailing vessel 
and maritime exhibit. Restoration of the 
1839 Samuel May Williams House will be 
completed in time for tours this summer 


Dickens on the Strand 


GHF has also developed à superb 
schedule of programs, including the an- 
nual Dickens Evening on The Strand, 
which drew 6500 people last December, 
the Annual Historic Homes Tour in May; 
the Galveston Bicentennial Heritage 
Tours for out-of-town groups; a successful 
Speaker's Bureau and research facility. 
GHF is further completing a comprehen- 
sive historical survey of Galveston, with 
help from the City of Galveston and the 


Left The 2300 block of The Strand was 
completely rebuilt in 1870-71 after a fire 
ravaged the area. All but one of the build- 
ings are now protected by GHF preservation 
deed restrictions, and the J. F. Smith Build- 
ing (right) is presently being renovated for 
apartments and studios. Below: cast iron 
column detail from the Blum Building. 


Texas Historical Commission, and a study 
funded with HUD 701 funds to analyze 
how the historical districts are working, 
how they can be improved, and how other 
historical areas in the city can be en- 
couraged to preserve and restore them- 
selves. 

Naturally, GHF has needed strong com- 
munity support to accomplish these varied 
objectives. Galveston financial institu- 
tions have made long-term financing 
available on favorable terms fer purchase 
and development of Strand buildings, the 
City of Galveston has allocated $55,000 
for permanent historical exhibits and im- 
provements for the Bicentennial, the 
Moody Foundation has lent. invaluable 
support, while many hundreds of volun- 
teers have also helped in this. massive 
revitalization effort, (Supporters of 
historic preservation can keep abreast of 
these exciting developments by becoming 
members of GHF. For more information 
write P.O. Box 302. Galveston, Texas 
72550 or phone 713-765-7834.) 
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Economic Analysis 


Would You Buy This Building? 


(at $1.50 per square foot) 


By Christopher J. Brown 

The Galveston Historical. Foundation 
(GHF) Revolving Fund was established in 
1973 on the basis of grants from private 
Texas foundations. It is used primarily to 
buy and resell commercial Strand build- 
ings to private investors. These resales, on 
occasion subsidized, always include deed 
restrictions which prohibit demolition, in- 
surc facade restoration, and require some 
minimum interior investment for active 
use. While the investor is subject to these 
limiting deed restrictions, he is able to 
take advantage of an innovative financing 
pool (25-year permanent financing at a 
subsidized interest rate of .25% below 
FHA lending rates with no service fees), 
provided he meets traditional credit re- 
quirements, The loans generally amount 
to 75% of project cost. 
lron-front Bargain 

A prime example of the investment op- 
portunities afforded by a project like The 
Strand is the Blum Building, a 28,000- 
square-foot, iron-front masonry structure 
now on the market, via GHF, for $42,000, 
The purchase must be made in cash, but 
loans are available through the local fi- 
nancing pool described above, The ques- 
tion now is to what new use might such a 
building be put. and what would be the 
economics involved? 


Building Market in Galveston 


Market conditions in Galveston suggest 
a high, unmet demand for restaurants and 


Christopher J, Brown is a principal in the 
firm of Christopher J. Brown and Associates 
of Houston, an economic and marketing 
consulting firm which in 1975 conducted a 
major marketing and economic study of 
Galveston and The Strand for the GHF. 
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specialized retail facilities. Demand is a 
result of the significant tourist industry 
and the growing local economy in 
Galveston. The residential market, partic- 
ularly apartments, where occupancy levels 
have reached 97% in the city, is very 
strong. Office demand is weakest, with 
current supplies likely to hold for several 
years. Adaptive re-use of the Blum Build- 
ing, therefore, might best utilize the first 
floor for a restaurant and retail. shops, 
with office space on the second and third 
floors. (A design requirement of this 
building. as well as most Strand buildings, 
is the introduction of a skylight and 
atrium to serve as the circulation core 
while providing natural light indoors. An 
elevator might also be installed.) 


Rents and Tax Shelters 


Rents in the building should average 
$.35 to $.40 a square foot per month for 
retail space, $.40 to $.45 for upper story 
office space, which compares quite favora- 
bly with rents in office towers. Operating 
expenses are estimated at 40% of effective 
gross income. (A significant operating ex- 
pense in Galveston real estate is the prop- 
erty tax, which amounts annually to about 
3% of the market value of the building.) 
The return on a cash investment of 
$170,000 would amount to $17,000, or a 
10% simple rate of return. However, sig- 
nificant tax shelters are also available, in- 
cluding a straight-line depreciation 
schedule based on a 25-year life, plus ex- 
traordinary expense deductions during the 
construction period — not only normal in- 
terest charges and operating expenses, but 
also deductions for roof and facade 
restoration, which would be classified. as 
deferred maintenance. 


The total project budget of $680,000 or 
$24 per gross square foot includes a con- 
struction budget of $517,000 or $18.50 
per gross square foot. Obviously. the in- 
vestor must be cautious about controlling 
costs. He might in fact opt to perform 
some of the work himself, as other inves- 
tors have done. Otherwise, the investor's 
architect. must. obtain. contractors who 
know the reconstruction business and are 
not afraid to work with high-contingency 
bid items. Furthermore, the architect must 
provide the imagination and ingenuity to 
design an adaptive use building within a 
limited construction budget. 
$1.50 Per Square Foot? 


Galveston's Blum Building, thus selling 
for the unusually low price of $1.50 a 
square foot, is but one example of the uni- 
que investment opportunities available on 
The Strand. The ingredients for a suc- 
cessful development include a sophisti- 
cated investor, a clever and imaginative 
architect, local bank support, City Hall 
backing and flexibility, plus a strong local 
organization (in this case GHF and the 
Moody Foundation} promoting both the 
area and the concept of downtown 
renewal. 
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People are 
returning to 
masonry. 
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Today, masonry is as 


popular as it was in our forefathers' 


time. But for some newly 
important reasons. 

After 200 vears it's still 
there. The people who built 
America's historic buildings knew 
they'd be standing today. But they 
didn't know they'd be some 
of modern times' most admired 
buildings. Aesthetically and 
structurally. 

Neither did they realize they 
were working with the most 
versatile building material ever 
used. 

From pharoahs to 
presidents. Through the years, 
masonry has been used to huild 
everything from pyramids and 
palaces to stores and schools. 


They each were unique. 
Because there are so many colors 
and textures of masonry to choose 
from. So the architect enjoys an 
incredible freedom of design. 


Old reliable is economical 
too. Loadbearing masonry can 
greatly reduce initial costs over 
other structural frame systems. 
By as much as 30%! 


And costs over the entire 
construction period are roughly 
10% less. Thanks mainly to lower 
materials costs and a shortened 
construction period. So you can 
stop paying interim interest, and 
start charging rent sooner. 


"Newfangled" masonry. 
Masonry construction that 
provides structural support without 


great bulk is a relatively new 
development. 

Ignore all of masonry's other 
advantages and you've got a good 
reason why people are returning 
to masonry. Consider those same 
advantages and you've got a 
watertight case for masonry 
constniction. 


Texas Masonry Institute. 
We're a group of people who will 
be glad to tell you more about 
masonry's advantages. New and 
old. Contributing cities in Dallas, 
El Paso, Fort Worth, San Antonio, 
Waco, Corpus Christi and Austin. 
P.O. Box 9391, Fort Worth, Texas 
76107. (817) 732-0041. Write or 
call collect. 
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Office building studied for "energy con- 
servation opportunities" (top). Engineers 
Glenn Meredith (middle) and Pike Dob- 
bins. 


By Ray Reece 


The chickens, as they say, are coming 
home to roost, at least in Central Texas, 
where geysering energy costs are making 
believers out of building owners who just 
three years ago scarcely hesitated to leave 
800 tons of air-conditioning roaring all 
night for clean-up crews of 10 of 12 peo- 
ple. Natural gas prices have risen eight- 
fold since 1973, while electricity costs 
have quadrupled. In dollar terms, this 
means that an Austin bank and olfice 
building which paid $117,000 for heating, 
cooling and lighting in 1973 now pays 
$419,000, and the end is not in sight. 


New Enterprise 


It comes as no surprise, therefore, that 
the owners of such buildings, along with 
certain architects, engineers and govern- 
ment funding agencies, have stepped up 
their search for ways to cut those expenses 
not only in new buildings but in older ones 
too, The latter approach generally calls 
for a “retrofit” of the building’s energy 
system, which might include anything 
from reducing the flow of hot water to in- 
stalling a solar collector. This in turn has 
called for a new awareness of the 
dynamics and technology of energy con- 
servation. In fact, it has generated what 
may be a brand new enterprise allogether 
— "energy management" — with exten- 
sive implications regarding both fuel con- 
sumption and the role of the engineer in 
relation to building owner and architect, 


Retrofitting Buildings 


Hacking at 
the High Cost 


of Energy 


The sort of technical knowledge required 


by "energy management" in general, and 
retrofitting in particular. is likely to give 
the engineer a more active position on cer- 
tain projects. 


Psychological Factors 


A clear illustration of this development 
is a pair of "retrofit studies" conducted in 
Austin recently by the local firm of Ham- 
Mer Consulting Engineers under contract 
with the Federal Energy Administration 
(FEA). The firm, headed by Glenn 
Meredith, has for some time been cultivat- 
ing its potential in the sphere of "energy 


management," including the technology of 


solar installations. Meredith stresses, 
however, that a retrofit need be neither 


exotic nor expensive, and cites the case of 


an Austin church which cut its fuel bills 
$2000 last year through a retrolit invest- 
ment of $1800. What is often most impor- 
tant, he says, are the attitudes of a butld- 
ing's owner and maintenance staff — the 
degree to which they are willing to change 
their "energy habits" in connection with 3 
given retrofit. So important is this "psy- 
chological” dimension that it became a 
major factor in Meredith's FEA study. 


"Real-life" Conditions 


What the government wanted was à 
detailed evaluation of a two-volume 
Energy Conservation Manual which had 
been compiled by the New York engineer- 
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ing firm of Dubin-Mindcll-Bloome Asso- 
013106. Volume | (ECM-1) had been writ- 
ten for use by “owners and operators" of 
buildings while Volume 11 (ECM-2) was 
directed toward "professional engineers 
and architects.” Before printing these 
manuals for mass distribution, the FEA 
needed to determine their viability under 
“real-life” operating conditions: what 
were their strengths, in the hands of actual 
users, and what were their shortcomings? 
Ham-Mer was one of four U.S. engincer- 
ing Firms selected to make this evaluation. 

Originally, the FEA had suggested that 
Meredith conduct his studies on an office 
building and shopping center in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area, but. Meredith 
pointed out that Central Texas might be a 
better test zone because of the relatively 
higher fuel costs there, particularly 
natural gas (a phenomenon resulting in 
part from the now-famous supply 
difficulties which buyers have experienced 


to keep a record of their results. Mean- 
while, Ham-Mer set about the assembly of 
its own evaluation team — which 
ultimately comprised. in addition to the 
engineers themselves, a sociologist (Dr 
Sally Lopreato of UT Austin}, a recog- 
mized expert on fuel conservation (Dr 
Jerald Jones, also of UT/Austin), and a 
certified public accountant (Henry, 
Shelton, Dumond, and Company — to 
analyze the financial data bearing on the 
study). The role of the sociologist was to 
examine the manual in terms of coherence 
and “motivational psychology" (i.e. its 
ability to "inspire" an owner to apply its 
suggestions), while that of the energy 
specialist was to make recommendations 
based on the latest developments in the 
technology of cnergy conservation. 


Instant Relief 


According to Meredith, the people at 
City Bank applied the data in their 


employers and maintenance workers (in 
addition to “attitudinal” interviews by Dr 
Lopreato, who devised a questionnaire 
tailored specifically to the contours of 
ECM-1). 

Six months alter commencing the proj- 
ect, Ham-Mer came up with two different 
sets of specific recommendations, one to 
the FEA concerning revisions in both 
manuals, another to the owners of City 
Bank and H.E.B. Shopping Center con- 
cerning means of cutting their utility bills 
— in some cases quite dramatically, The 
bank, for example, were it to implement 
all the Energy Conservation Opportunities 
(ECO's) suggested by the study, could 
lower its annual fuel costs by 54%, from 
$338,578 to $154,310, with a “retrofit” 
investment of only $68,060 (yielding a 
“payback” period, incredibly, of 4.3 
months). Even the shopping center, 
despite tts less manageable sprawl, could 
trim its fuel costs by 33%. carning back its 


with Lo-Vaca Gathering Company. the 
area's chief distributor). The government 


accepted this reasoning. along with 
Meredith's suggestion that a “strip-type” 
shopping center be tested, instead. of a 
newer “mall-type.” because 90% of the 
shopping centers in Texas are of the 
“strip” variety. Meredith's willing 
“targets” were City National Bank (a 
multi-story office building in downtown 
Austin) and H.E.B. Shopping Center on 
South Congress. 


Evaluation Team 


The first step was delivery of ECM-1 to 
cach of the owners and managers in- 
volved, with instructions to have their 
maintenance stalls attempt to apply the 
conservation data on their own, sans the 
assistance of a professional engineer, and 
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ECM-1 immediately, with a correspond- 
ing diminution in their utility bills. The 
shopping center staff, however, con- 
fronted with 10 different retail firms, each 
having its own estimation as to energy 
needs and difficulties, appeared to have 
made little use of the manual (another fac- 
tor here was the overly technical and 
therefore. intimidating language of the 
manual itself, a shortcoming mentioned by 
Ham-Mer in its final report to the FEA). 

Ham-Mer then conducted its own pro- 
fessional energy analysis of each building. 
using both ECM-I and ECM-2 
Meredith's “task force.” under the opera- 
tional direction of Pike Dobbins, pored 
over records of utility costs, studied origi- 
nal plans and specifications, monitored 
equipment, figured in meteorological 
data, and interviewed managers, 


$ | 5.501 investment in only seven months 
It is because of results like these, which 
represent a highly sophisticated, multi- 
disciplinary approach te one of the na- 
tion's most urgent problems, that the con- 
cept of "energy management," unheard of 
three years ago, is likely to become a 
household word within the next decade. 
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Pittsburgh's Golden 
Triangle now boasts a new 
34-story jewel with 14 glim- 
mering facets. (The two 
octagons share a side, if 
youre counting.) 

It's the twin towers of 
the Equibank Building, at 
Oliver Plaza, sheathed 
entirely in PPG Solarban* 
550 Twindow® reflective 
insulating glass. 

The glass adds to a 
fascinating, unconventional 
design and makes it an 
incredible visual drama that 
teases the passer-by with 
eye-boggling reflections. 

Its an inviting building. 
Warm and welcoming. And 
a welcome relief from the 


cold, impersonal bank build- 


ings of the past. 

Yet for all its reflective 
beauty, the glass gives the 
building a very practical 
side, too. The inside. 


Owner: Oliver Tyrone Corporation, Pittsburgh 
Architect: Sladmore, Owings & Merrill, Chicago 


Because of the reflec- 
tive and insulating qualities 
of PPG Solarban 550 
Twindow glass, the building 
will stay warm in the winter 
and cool in the summer. 

And will do it using 
about half the energy of a 


similar building built 5 to 8 
years ago. 

Today, more than ever, 
buildings have to be energy 
efficient. But that does not 
mean they can't be spectacu- 
larly beautiful. The Equibank 
Building and PPG high- 
performance glass have 
proved it again. 

Start to prove it to your- 
self. Write to us and we'll 
send you information on all 
the PPG high-performance 
glasses. Theres one that's 
nght for your job. 

Wnte PPG Industries, 
Inc., One Gateway Center, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222. 

PPG: 


a Concern for the Future 


apa 


INDUSTRIES 


TWIN OCTAGONS FIT 
BEAUTIFULLY INTO 


ATRIANGLE. 


Entrance area 


It is. one might say, "far out" — this archway leading into the glass-encased 
countryside dwelling, Situated in a living area. The archway frames a view so 
pastoral setting away from the city, it ex- tdyllic, say the architects, that “its very 
udes an unreal quality all its own. The nature seems to flatten the scene, creating 
architects. W. Irving Phillips Jr, and a two-dimensional, painting-like effect.” 
Robert W. Peterson, who have their own Through the archway awaits “an explosion 
firm in Houston, have nicknamed the of space whose defining walls are a collec- 
design concept “Country Collage" in the uon of scenes both real and illusionary, 
spirit of Belgian surrealistic painter Rene juxtaposing real and phenomenal spatial 
Magritte. Just as Magritte’s canvases are frames like a three-dimensional montage 
mysterious and dream-like (a huge green Indoor and outdoor spaces merge in am- 
apple pushes out al the walls of a room or higuity. causing an aura of fantasy and 
a giant boulder floats across a clouded dreams.” 

blue sky). the Sanford McCormick resi- 
dence is an exercise in illusion and spatial 
incongruity, It is, indeed, a dream home 
The basic requirements called for a 


Living area 


Collage of Styles 


Much like the selection of the interior 
three-bedroom residence on this 300-acre — furnishings — an assembly of objects 
site which would respond to the view of à. which recall memories and pleasures in 
large lake and the rolling hills of the the life of the collector — the means ol 
countryside, The specific site was selected fusing various elements into one architec- 
with regard both to view and relationship rural work was pure “collage.” The view 
: to a stand of large oak trees side of the house is “purist modern," while 
Phillips Peterson . "es reflec 1 " 
r Beckoning Arms other faces reflect more traditional styles. 
The indigenous stone of the entrance area 
Approaching the house, the entrance recalls the spirit of Nineteenth Century 


area is compellingly defined by massive Texas architecture, but the scale is almost 
stone walls extending from cach end of the medieval 
two-level structure like outstretched, Here a bit of modern, there a bit of 


beckoning arms. The intent was to set up gothic; here a bit of Texas farmhouse and 
the surprise of a spectacular view that iS there a hit of English garden — but every- 
reached only after the observer passes where a kind of playful interaction that 
through very massive stone-defined spaces ties it all together and to nature itself. Far 
that telescope down to a three-foot-wide out. —LPF 
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View side of house 


Below: view from living area 


Stone archway leading to living area 


Honor Award 
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Tommy E. Abshire is both a “veteran” and a "trainee" 
in Architectural Finishes recommendations. 


He is a "veteran" in recommending Architectural Finishes because he has worn many hats 

since he joined Cook. He has completed several of Cook's intensive training programs and has 
served as manager of the company's Fort Worth Poly Decorating Center and then of our Pleasant 
Grove store. He worked closely with contractors, becoming involved in Architectural specifications 
during that time, prior to his promotion to Architectural Service Representative. 


Yet Tommy, like all our Architectural Sales people, remains a "trainee" and attends special 
refresher training programs designed to keep him abreast of the very latest changes 
and developments in today's sophisticated coatings. 


Let Tommy help you meet the challenge of today's ever-changing, Architectural Finish systems 
recommendations. 


Call him at (713)-869-6811, or write to him at: 


COOK PAINT AND VARNISH COMPANY 
P.O. Box 3088, Houston, Texas 77001 


A NEW SYSTEM 
AND SERVICE 
FROM 


INDUSTRIAL OFFICE SUPPLY 


FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 
IN THE 
FURNITURE INDUSTRY 


The IOS Contract Furniture 
Division is composed 

of a special group of 
individuals organized to 
render services to 

* Interior Designers 

* Architects 

* Dealers 


Purchasing: 
on Receiving: 
د‎ 


i D Delivery/ Installation: 


Provide Supplemental 
Technical Work To 
Overall Objectives: 


Research For Suitable 
Product: 


Quotation Upon Recues! 


Contract Furniture Group 
1335 Oak Lawn, Dallas, Texas 75207 
(214) 748-7111 or 748-7177 
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Sketch hy Jack Tisdale 
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Robert 
E.Lee 
Slept 
Here 


Some years ago, when asked how best to 
approach the restoration of an historic 
Texas building. noted architect O'Neil 
Ford said: "Fix it up like it was and use it 
for something. We can't afford any more 
museums." 

What Ford had in mind was a method of 
building-salvage which has come to be 
known as "adaptive-use preservation." 
Now, as historic preservation in general 
continues to gain popular momentum, 
"adaptive-use" in particular is emerging 
as the favorite way to go. And down in 
Austin there's a project unfolding which 
should prove a virtual model for this most 
logical of solutions to the problem, and 
the opportunity. of saving what is left of 
Texas' aychitectural heritage. 


Plantation Headquarters 


The Austin project, conceived and 
developed hy the local firm of Pfluger and 
Polkinghorn, Architects, is a unique com- 
plex of shops, offices, and restaurants to 
be tagged Colorado Crossing (a reference 
to its location near a spot on the Colorado 
River, now known as Town Lake, where 


d Species 


Paggi House, family, c. 1885 


early settlers and travelers could catch a 
ferry to the opposite bank). A primary 
feature of the complex, and the historic in- 
spiration behind the idea to begin with, is 
an elegantly primitive restaurant which 
started out in life — 150 years ago! — as a 
plantation headquarters, family residence, 
and roadside inn where Robert E. Lee 
once spent the night. 

Though long known to Austinites as the 
Michael Paggi House — which wil! also be 
the name of the restaurant — the dwelling 
was originally constructed by Colonel 
Sterling W. Goodrich, a native Virginian 
who operated a 1,010-acre plantation with 
a cotton gin, grist mill, and 27 slaves, 
Alter the Civil War, Colonel Goodrich 
fell on hard times and sold his property in 
parcels to men like Michael Paggi — 
entrepreneurs of the ante-bellum “carpet- 
bag" era—who purchased the house and 
35 acres of land for $3,000 in 1884. 


Ice Cream Entrepreneur 


Paggi was a prosperous businessman 
who opened the first ice-making plant in 
Central Texas with machinery imported 
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from France (along with his second wife 
Eugenia, a Parisian who bore him eight 
children). He also ran a grist mill on Bar- 
ton Creek, a soda-water bottling concern, 
Austin’s first ice cream plant, and a wagon 
dealership called The Alliance 
Wagonyard. [t was Paggi who enlarged the 
home to its present size, adding a total of 
five rooms and a detached milk house to 
which were connected "bathroom 
facilities.” Thanks to tts high perch, the 
house escaped disaster when the old Town 
Lake dam burst in 1900, flooding much of 
the rest of Austin 


Recycled Barn 


As is often the case with historic 
restorations, the architects confronted and 
mastered a variety of problems not 
generally posed by new construction. One 
was procurement of "H" (Historic) zoning 
from the city, along with a raft of 
variances to the city's standard building 
code, Another was preservation of myriad 
old trees on the site, and still another was 
what to do with a dilapidated barn and 
other outbuildings not structurally sound 
enough to restore, The latter problem 


1 resolved itself through the architects’ 
E decision to recycle materials from the out- 
7 buildings in renovating the Paggi House 
2 itself. 


programme martin...a 
comprehensive modular 
wall system 

whether designing a 
town house or multi-room 
mansion, treat your 
imagination to an infinite 
selection of flexible co 


ponents. for additional 


information, visit out 


showroom or write for 


brochure 
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Civil War Atmosphere 


When the restaurant is opened, accord- 
ing to the architects brochure, "guests 
will walk past shuttered windows and huge 
pecan trees to enter the Paggi House 
through a carefully restored front porch 
overlooking the Colorado River. 
Refinished wood plank floors and original 
handcarved mantelpieces will assure the 
visitor that he or she is dining in the same 
atmosphere as a traveler of the Civil War 
era when the house was used as one of the 
few inns around the Austin area. A short 
walk under a vine-covered trellis to 
restrooms in the old milk house will rein- 
force the authenticity of the restoration. 
(The milk house, located in the courtyard 
next to the old cistern, doubled as the 
original wine cellar.) Back in the entry 
hall, visitors will wander among antique 
furnishings while examining pictures and 
documents on the walls depicting the 
history of Austin's second oldest remain- 
ing structure." 


Sunday House Tradition 


Immense care has been taken to assure 
that the rest of the Colorado Crossing 
complex will synchronize with the style 
and scale of the old house itself. “The con- 
temporary barnlike forms of the office and 


retail structures, accented by balcony 
walks in the Sunday House tradition, are 
reminiscent of Texas architecture often 
found in conjunction with old homes like 
the Paggi House. While no attempt has 
been made to rebuild an actual barn, the 
use of certain elements of traditional 
Texas architecture, rendered in a com- 
bination of brick (matching the Paggi 
House) and rough textured wood used in 
vintage Texas barns, creates a comfortable 
blending of the old and new clements of 
the complex." 


SPECIES BRIEFS 


Austin Demolition 


If you've ever lived or visited for long 
in the westerly environs of the University 
of Texas at Austin, you're probably 
familiar with the friendly old red brick 
face of sprawling Seton Hospital. It's been 
there since 1901, when it was established 
by the Catholic Daughters of Charity, 
Order of St. Vincent. The Daughters have 
moved to a gleaming new building on 
Austin’s “medical strip,” to the north, and 
soon the original, though structurally 
sound, will be razed — victim of a market 


Q 
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to be razed. 


eton Hospital 


economy which hasn't adapted yet to the 
advantages of recycling over tearing down 
and putting up again. 

When the structure was completed as a 
40-bed hospital in 1902, the total cost, in- 
cluding the 4.52 acres on which it stood, 
was $5300. Now the price is $2.2 million, 
and the vagaries of the market are such, 
according to Seton spokesman Gene Attel, 
that the land will be more "salable" with- 
out the old building than with it. (In the 
two years the place has been on the 
market, it has been considered and re- 
jected by a number of prospects, including 
the University.) 

So long, old friend. 


Brus. 


Prestressed & Precast Concrete Products 


March/April 1976 


Rock Products 
Quick-Lime and Hydrated Lime 


Know 
What Your 


Design Will 
Cost 


Control your costs 
for construction 
projects. Establish 
budgets and 
compare systems 

at schematic, design 
development and 
final stages with 
complete cost 
estimates from: 


Quantity 
Survey 
Bureau, 
Inc. 


call 

Henry B. Kerr 
Robert J. Smith 
William S. Hackney 
(713) 222-8328 

2100 Travis 

Houston, Texas 77002 


AIA Awards 


Ten persons, including a U.S Senator 
and the mayor of one of the nation’s 
largest cities, have been elected Honorary 


Members of The American Institute of 


Architects in recognition of their dis- 
tinguished contributions to the architec- 
tural profession or to allied arts and 
sciences. 

The new honorary members are: Weld 
Coxe, Philadelphia management consult- 
ant; Dr. Dwayne E. Gardner, executive 
director of the Council of Educational 
Facility Planners; the Hon, Gordon Gray, 
chairman emeritus of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation; Andrew 
Heiskell, chairman and chief executive of- 
ficer of Time, Inc.; Henry A. Judd, chiet 
historical architect of the National Park 
Service; Sen. John L. McClellan (D.- 
Ark.); S. Dillon Ripley. secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution; Vincent J. Scully 
Jr., professor of art and architectural 
history at Yale, the Hon. Pete Wilson, 
mayor of the City of San Diego, and 
William Zeckendorf, New York real 
estate developer. 

The honorary memberships, extended 


environment ltd. 


5701 RICHMOND, HOUSTON, TEX. 77027 784-1500 


to persons outside the architectural pro- 
fession, will he presented at the annual 
convention of the Institute, to be held in 
Philadelphia, May 2-5. 


Houston PDP 


A TSA/PDP. "Planning Interview 
Strategies For Improving Your Win-Lose 
Record," will be held at Stouffer's Green- 
way Plaza Hotel in Houston from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Friday, March 26. 

Instructor for the program will be Weld 
Coxe, popular Philadelphia management 
consultant and marketing specialist who 
has researched changing criteria and shift- 
ing approaches for what clients want from 
an interview and what architects are doing 
in interviews to win. 

The PDP is intended to help architects 
(1) analyze strengths and weaknesses of 
actual interviews, from the client's view- 
point; (2) secure information needed to 
plan a successful interview strategy; (3) 
develop a complete and reliable strategy 
for conducting interviews; and (4) set 
specific action plans for implementing an 
interview strategy planning process. 

Registration is limited to forty persons. 
Registration fees of $75, which includes 


custom made contemporary furniture 


a chrome and gloss 

table for eight 

how simple 
$550.00 


a burl tofa table for a à 


120" sola . . 
$300.00 


© littla tricky 


e 
¬ 
كى‎ 
© corner bed table for (twin) 
39" beds cover if in plastic 
laminate for sticky hands 
5135.00 


o 60" diameter coffee table 
that isn't there 
we made it of glass and plexiglos 


LEUR I gr» 5425.00 


try to do something unusual 
we try it oll the time 

we also do the ordinary in a 
very extraordinary way . . 
we're environment ltd. 


we make furniture to order 


we aho sell o very fine line of solos detigned and manufactured by Novikoff. 
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lunch atop the new Greenway Plaza Hotel, 
will be accepted on a first-come. first- 
serve basis. Checks. payable to 
"ISA/PDP." should be sent to 800 Perry- 
Brooks Building, Austin. 78701. Hotel 
reservations may be made directly with 
Stouffer's Greenway Plaza Hotel. Six 
Greenway Plaza East, Houston 77046 
1713) 629-1200. 


Barrier-Free 


A new book, Arts and the Handicapped: 
An Issue of Access, highlights more than 
130 new facility planning and program 
solutions for removing architectural and 
attitudinal barriers that have made arts in- 
accessible to millions of handicapped 
citizens. 

The report was researched, written and 
published by Educational Facilities 
Laboratories under a contract with the 
Architecture + Environmental Arts Pro- 
gram of the National Endowment for the 
Arts. The 80-page. 5-1/2 x 1| book is 
available from Educational Facilities 
Laboratories, 850 Third Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 10022, 54.00 prepaid 


State-wide Appointee 


H. Davis Mayfield IH. director of busi- 
ness development for Neuhaus + Taylor, 
Houston, has been appointed state chair- 
man of Young Businessmen for President 
Ford. according to U.S. Senator John 
Tower. chairman of the Ford Committee 
in Texas. 


Beautification Awards 


In celebration of the Bicentennial, the 
Beautify Texas Council has announced the 
1976 “Janey Briscoe Bicentennial 
Awards.” Open to all Texans, the com- 
petition ts "for the purpose of giving state- 
wide acclaim to the many communities. 
counties, civic and service organizations, 
garden clubs and youth groups that are 
beautilyin' For the Bicentennial.” An entry 
will consist of a typewritten, narrative re- 
port of 1,000 words or less describing a 
particular community Bicentennial pro- 
ject, Awards certificates will be presented 
at the Beautify Texas Council's State con- 
vention in San Antonio June 10-11 
Deadline for entries is March 21. For en- 
try forms or more information, write 
Beautify Texas Council, Drawer CS. Col- 
lege Station, 77840, or call toll free 
1-800-292-9642 
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Mosher energy 
generates power 


Mosher' s commitment to power plant construction 
was again demonstrated by the fabrication of 
7,462 tons of suppor steel for Southwestern Public 
Service Company's Harrington Unit #1 


Building the first major Coal Fired Electrical 
Generating Plant in the Texas Panhandie, South- 
western required Scrubbers and Precipitators as 
well as the traditional Boiler structure and Turbine 
building. 


By linking the energy of both the Houston and 
Dallas Plants, Mosher supported the entire pro- 
ject with steel. 


© £ MOSHER 


STEEL COMPANY 


fabricators af steel since 5685 


A Trinity 170150¥ Company‏ چچ 


HOME OFFICE AND PLANT 
3910 Washington Ave , Houston 


OTHER PLANTS 
Dalles. Lubbock, San Anions. 
Shreveport, Tyler 
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STRONGWALL 
GRABS MORIAR 
AND HOLDS ON! 


Ladder Type Stronawall masonry reinforcing provides three times 
the arab of ordinary masonry reinforci Here's how 
Ene WP وی جج و حو جت سسس سو‎ 


AER c L cold amc MED 


Knurled side rods bite into mortar. 12 indentions per inch 
gives greater mortar to metal contact for sure bond 


Ladder type Strongwall features % inch extension of cross 
bar beyond the side bars. This slight, but important 
improvement causes stresses to be more evenly distributed 


Strongwall's wire elements exceed 90,000 P.S.t. tensile 
strength, And that's guaranteed so you can use 
Strongwall with complete confidence 


Ladder Type Strongwall features completely galvanized 
side rods at no extra cost. And to save you time on the 
job and dollars in transit, Strongwall is palletized and 
packaged with patented corrugated “boots” that protect 
the Stronawall and your men, too 


Get complete specifications on both Truss and 
Ladder type reinforcing by writing 

today for your FREE copy of the 

Strongwall Brochure 


ye oi 
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Strongwall Truss Type Reintorcing 
Also Available 


AVG widsrATES WIRE ^. z 


MidSTATES STEEL & WIRE/ Sherman, Texas 75091 
Division of Keystone Consolidated Industries, Inc. , 
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and Associates has announced the reloca- 
tion of its Fort Worth offices to 2100 Fort 
Worth National Bank Building, Fort 
Worth, 76102, and change of the firm 
name to Geren Associates — Architects 
Engineers Planners. Telephone remains 
817-336-5601. 


The Houston firm of Pierce, Goodwin & 
Flanagan, Architects, Engineers and 
Planners, has announced the advancement 
of Joe M. Powell to Associate Partner. 


Bob Stowe, George Mahoney, Bob 
Thomas. and Christi Oliver have been 
named as Associates. Ray L. Redburn has 


Joined the firm as Group Director of In- 
terior Architecture. 

The Houston-based firm of Caudill 
Rowlett Scott has four new vice presi- 
dents: William A. Feathers, Dan R. 
Stewart, Perry King and Robert R. Daniel, 
Jr. 

The Klein Partnership, of Houston, has 
announced that Henry T. Winkelman and 
David M. Burdick have joined the firm as 
Associates in the Health Facilities Group. 

The Houston firm of Wilson, Crain, 
Anderson and Reynolds has announced 
the election of James M. Waite as an asso- 
ciate. 


ARCHITECTS 


TOLL 
FREE! 


NOW! 


HOT-LINE 


PHONE 


There s a AOACH PAINT STORE near you. DALLAS 

Richardson Paint Center. 114 Spanish Village 
Ouk Clt, 527 Golden Triangle Shopping Center. Grove, 

8726 Lake June Road Casa Linda, 345 Casa Linda Plaza 
Presion Forest, 1418 Preston Forest Square IRVING 
Plymouth Park Paints. 237 Plymouth Park Shopping 

Center. ARLINGTON: 1721 East Abrams 
GARLAND 823 W Garland Avenue 


800 
492-6766 


RICHLAND HILLS 7811 Grapevine Highway 
FORT WORTH. Rosedale, 1201 5 Riverside Drive 
Wedgwood, 5274 Trail Lake Drive 
PLANO 1170 Park Biv. Park Mall 
Center. OKLAHOMA CITY: 3118 North May 
Avenue. TYLER: 1625 West Front 
WACO: 1300 Franklin AUSTIN. 8605 Burnet 
" Road SAN ANTONIO 415 West Rhapsedy 
m HOUSTON fetlaire, 5822 Bissonnet 
yet! Airline, 7201 Airline Road 


PAINT COMPANY, INC. 


Phone (214) 748-9421 » 1306 River Street 


SINCE 1934 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75202 


The White Budd Van Ness Partnership 
is the new name of a Houston and Beau- 
mont firm formerly known as Pitts Phelps 
& White. Principals of the firm are Robert 
White, James Budd and John Van Ness. 

Price-Moreland, Architects is the name 
of a new Fort Worth firm formed by New 
York architect Martin Price and Frank L. 
Moreland, of Fort Worth. Address: 908 
Boland, Fort Worth 76107. Telephone: 
817-335-2883. 

The Corpus Christi firm of Ben A. Ter- 
ry & Associates has announced that 
William A. Reynolds has been named a 
partner in the firm. 

Richard Buzard. Architect and Jerry 
Rosser Structural Engineers have formed 
the partnership of Buzard and Rosser 
Architects Engineers, with offices at 471 
Cypress Street. Abilene, 79601. Tele- 
phone: 915-672-9012. 

Austin architect Earl J. Nesbitt, Jr. and 
W. R. Coleman have opened new offices at 
2724 Bee Caves Road in Austin. 


Candidate 


Houston architect Don Williams has 
filed for the May | Republican Party pri- 
mary, seeking the party nomination for 
state representative in Houston's District 
90. Williams’ campaign is based on a 
pledge to work for "more responsible han- 
dling of the state's fiscal affairs" and for 
"needed legislation from the profes- 
sional's point of view." 


Industry News 


W. Ray Wallace, president and chief ex- 
ecutive officer of Trinity Industries, Inc., 
has announced the following changes for 
Mosher Steel Company: Oscar W. 
Stewart, Jr. will be president and chief ex- 
ecutive officer; R. Trent Campbell will re- 
main Mosher's chairman of the board and 
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They can in Boston. 

In 1971 the huge 
Chickering Piano Factory — 
built in 1853— seemed a dead 
loss. Electrically unsafe, it was 
running up an astronomical tax 
bill for the owners. 

Demolition seemed the only 
answer. But a group of 
architects sought new uses for 
the old spaces. 

They converted the factory 
to 174 studio apartments for 
artists, musicians, dancers, 
writers and photographers. 

Once a white elephant, the 
old piano factory building is 
now an asset to the community. 


piano factory? 


If we look for adaptive uses 
of fine buildings with a past, 
we can continue to enjoy them 
in the future. 

Elsewhere, other historic 
buildings are being restored and 
adapted to imaginative uses. 

A tannery provides homes for 
the elderly. A department store 
is now a luxury apartment 
complex. A railroad station 
bustles again as a restaurant. 
A trolley barn is a shopping 
center. 

Through membership in 
The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, you too can help 
preserve and use America’s 
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architectural heritage. Write 
The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. 


Membership Department 


Office of Public Affairs 
The National Trust for - end 
Historic Preservation 

740 Jackson Place, NW 

Washington, DC 20006 

Please send me more information on 


adaptive uses for historic structures and 
how membership in the Trust can help 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


will assume other responsibilities for Tri- 
nity Industries’ companies, particularly in 
the area of steel mill relations. Don H 
Johnson has been named vice-president 
and general manager of sales. In his new 
capacity, Johnson will be responsible for 
all of the company's sales activities 
throughout the organization's Houston, 
Dallas. and San Antonio plants. 

Wilson Art, of Temple, has announced 
the appointment of Zebra Industries. Inc., 
1910 Myrtle in El Paso às a new distribu- 
tor of Wilson Art brand laminated 
plastics. 


The Masonry Institute Houston- 
Galveston, has awarded its first research 
grant to the Civil Engineering Department 
of the University of Houston. J. Gregg 
Borchelt. Executive Director of the newly 
formed Institute, announced that the 


organization is providing a grant of 


$2090.00 to evaluate procedures leading 
to a test to determine the strength of ma- 
sonry units. 


News of Schools 


Texas Tech — [BM Corporation has 


ARCHITECTS, CONTRACTORS, BUILDING OWNERS, 
BUILDING MANAGERS, AND PLANT MANAGERS 
ALL AGREE — IF THE PROBLEM IS WATERPROOFING 
WE ARE THE COMPANY THEY CAN RELY ON. 
“THE MOISTURE CONTROL EXPERTS" SINCE 1915 


E STERN 


ATERPROOFING CO. INC. 


5209 S. RICE HOUSTON, 77036 
DALLAS, 75220 


2660 FREEWOOD DR. 
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)713( 666-4 
(214) 357-8164 


provided a $2,000 grant for OMNIAN, a 
team of Sth year Texas Tech architecture 
students (see Texas Architect, Novem- 
ber/December, 1975). The grant is to 
assist the students in a year-long study 
which will lead ultimately to proposals tor 
the planning and redevelopment of Win- 
dow Rock, Arizona, as the Navajo 
Capital) National Center of the Navajo In- 
dian Nation. 

Texas A&M — The Department of 
Architecture at Texas A&M University is 
seeking a full-time faculty member to 
direct and develop an on-going Interior 
Space Design option in the professional 
Master of Architecture program. The suc- 
cessful applicant must hoid a degree in 
architecture, a graduate degree in 
architecture or a related field, and have 
professional experience. The position will 
be available in September 1976. Salary 
and academic rank open. Send resume and 
references before 19 April, 1976 to: David 
G. Woodcock, Head of Department of 
Architecture, College of Architecture and 
Environmental Design, Texas A&M 
University, College Station, Texas, 77843. 

UT Austin — Four architects outstand- 
ing in teaching, writing and design will 
serve as visiting critics this spring in The 
University of Texas School of Architec- 
ture: Dr. Ann Griswold Tyng, visiting 
professor at Cooper Union in New York 
City, and long-time associate of the late 
Louis |. Kahn; Frederick St. Florian, a 
Fellow at the Center for Advanced Visual 
Studies at Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, known for his works of “imagin- 
ary" illusionistic architecture utilizing op- 
tical phenomena; Dr. Peter Eisenman, 
director of the Institute for Architecture 
and Urban Studies in New York City and 
one of "the New York Five;" and Dr 
Robert Hershberger, director of graduate 
studies at Arizona State University, whose 
work has focused on the measurement of 
meaning in architecture and on the 
development of tools to assist archi- 
tect client understandings 


Deaths 


Two members of the Houston Chapter 
died recently. They are Jack L. Boller and 
Elmer W. Ellisor, P.E., a professional 
affiliate member of TSA. 

Texas A&M University Architecture 
Professor Dudley Watkins died January 
18. A memorial scholarship fund has been 
established in his honor. Contributions, 
made payable to the E. Dudley Watkins 
Scholarship Fund, should be mailed to 
Box J7. Aggicland Station, 77844 


Texas Architect 


Ad Award 


Texas Masonry Institute and its ad 
agency, Philip Poole and Associates, have 
received an award of excellence for busi- 
ness publications in the 12th annual ad- 
vertising awards competition in Fort 
Worth 


Producers' Council 
Awards 


Senator John Tower will be guest 
speaker at the Producers’ Council Annual 
Awards Banquet March 26 at the 
Shamrock Hilton Hotel in Houston. The 
Houston Chapter of the Producers’ Coun- 
cil, a national organization of building 
products manufacturers, will make its an- 
nual presentation of awards to the "out- 
standing general contractor, architect, and 
engineer" in the Houston area. Tower will 
speak on how Congress can assist in im 
proving the economy of the construction 
industry 
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The two-page ad depicting advantages 
of masonry construction appeared in 
Texas Architect in 1975 

This is the second consecutive year in 
which TMI has received awards in this 
category 
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MILLER 


BLUE PRINT CO. 
501 WEST SIXTH ST 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78767 
PHONE 512/476-8793 
MAIL ADD Box 2065 


y ——— — 


Don't let our 58 years of 
experience scare you 


We have contemporary ideas we want 
to share with you. Let us help you save 
time and money with your office furni- 


ture specifications! 


Wilhide Incorporated 


Business Interior Consultants 


2107 Main Street 


Dallas, Texas 75201 


214/748-3314 


Technical and 
Practical Assistance 


with Precast Structural Systems 


More than just a precast supplier, Wolco is dedicated to 
serving your precast structural needs— with technical and 
practical assistance for simple or fancy structures 

Wolco gives architects and engineers a wide latitude in 
design on their structures, with facilities to produce both 
custom and standard structural members. 

Unusual loads and/or spans can be accommodated 

Deliveries can be scheduled to allow the most efficient 
site usage 

Controlled plant conditions assure strict adherence to 
specifications for custom or standard double tees, single 
tees, cored planks, inverted tee beams, L-beams, rectangu- 
lar beams, and columns. 

Call Wolco for technical and practical assistance— we re 
more than just a precast supplier. 
Serving the area within 250 miles of San Antonio. 


11 JwoLco 


T CORPORATION 


A P. O. Box 21146 e San Antonio, Texas 78221 e Tel. (512) 924-4471 


Letters 


Editor: "When R/UDAT Came to Town" was ex- 
cellently written and photographed. Mr. Larry 
Fuller did a superb job in capturing the spirit and in- 
tensity of the R/UDAT held in Wichita Falls. 

The assistance provided by the R/UDAT is well 
recognized by the City's Planning Division, Planning 
Board, Board of Aldermen, and many interested 
citizens. The project has been of great benefit, and I 
would recommend that other communities investig- 
ate similar R/UDAT's. 

The American Institute of Architects can be proud 
of this public service program, for it offers a unique 
approach to urban problem solving. 


Stephen J. Ondrejas 
Director of Planning 
Wichita Falls. 


Editor: This is, solely and simply, a fan letter for 
the Jan./Feb. issue of "Texas Architect." The story on 
the Wichita Falls R/UDAT does a great job of ex- 
plaining the R/UDAT process; the articles on the 
Oak Ridge School and the Dallas Convention Center 
are super, and so is the Ernest Parker profile. 

One of the greatest things about the school and 
convention center pieces is the fact that — unlike 
many honor award stories — they're written to be 
read hy PEOPLE as well as architects. 


Marilyn E. Ludwig 

Director of PR Publications and 
Component Counseling 

American Institute of Architects 


Editor: The Comptroller's Department has re- 
cently inaugurated two taxpayer information services 
which I think might be of interest to your people. 

First, we have installed a toll-free incoming 
W.A.T.S. line to answer taxpayers’ questions. The 
number is 1-800-292-9687. We would be most ap- 
preciative if you made this number available to your 
members throughout the state. 

We have also recently put together a little display 
showing some of the services and publications availa- 
ble from our office. We have taken this to a couple of 
trade shows and enjoyed some very fine comments. 

[he past year has shown us once again that the 
Comptroller's office is a service agency which does 
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Most people 
IE Coerver... 
or our great crop 
of wallcoverings 
and our fine 
quality custom 
architectural 
woodwork. 
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COERVER INDUSTRIES, INC. 
3311 ELM STREET / DALLAS, TEXAS 75226 
(214) 744-5211 / TEXAS WATS 1-800-492-4266 
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STEWART OFFICE SUPPLY CO. 
TEXAS’ LEADING CONTRACT DEALER 
FOR COMMERCIAL INTERIORS 


Offering these full services 


to the Professional: 


Procurement & Expediting 


Showroom Facilities 


Delivery/ Installation Authorized 
dealer for the 

following 
Product Research manufacturers: 


Continuing Service 


Survey Analysis 


GF 
Wareh 
پە‎ Herman Miller 
K 
Make-Ready noll 
Lehigh-Leopold 
Budgeting Stow!Davis 


Kittinger 
Gunlocke 
Harwood House 
Probber 

Jens Risom 


Receiving 


AM 


400 So. Austin * Dallas 75202 
214/747-8581 


its best work by making its people and resources 
readily available to the taxpaying public of Texas. As 
we carry out and improve on that mission, we 
welcome your suggestions and appreciate your 
cooperation. 


Bob Bullock 
Comptroller of Public Accounts 


Editor: | very much enjoyed the interview with 
Dave Braden as printed in Texas Architect (Janu- 
ary/February, 1976). Mr. Braden's calling for a 
"Texas Council of Professional Societies" struck a 
responsive chord, and I could not agree more. If such 
a group were started, he would make a perfect presi- 
dent. 

Regarding TA's article listing the newly elected of- 
ficers of the Texas Society of Landscape Architects 
(TSLA), I would like to share a point of information 
of which you may or may not be aware. Unlike TSA, 
which is the official organization of the AIA, the 
TSLA has nothing to do with the ASLA (American 
Society of Landscape Architects). The regional pro- 
fessional organization comparable to the TSA is 
called the Southwest Chapter of the ASLA. I've at- 
tached a listing of their officers, also recently elected. 

I make this point as I believe relatively few mem- 
bers of the TSLA would meet the professional stan- 
dards of either the ALA, ASLA or, hopefully, Dave 
Braden's Council. 


Lawrence A. DeMartino, Jr. 
San Antonio 


Editor's Note: Officers of the Southwest Chapter of 
the American Society of Landscape Architects are: J. 
Steve Ownby, president, Stillwater, Oklahoma; Glenn 
Cook, vice-president, San Antonio; Kent E. Besley, sec- 
retary-treasurer, Arlington; Robert F. White, trustee, 
College Station; Gene Schrickel, immediate past presi- 
dent, Arlington. 
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The t ECHH ONE Court 
built by bob evans. 


Design and construction by bob evans & company 
and Tech-Tone System tennis court materials by 
Allied Chemical 


All-weather acrylic surface. Unique’ Cushion 
System. Beautiful color. Superlative playability. Opti- 
mized, controlled resilience 


Now add matchless durability and low cost 
The Tech-Tone Court. By bob evans 


|! you need a multi-court complex or one doubles 
court. Allied Chemical and bob evans & company 
can put together an unbeatable package for you 
Indoors or outdoors. Cushioned or not. New construc- 
tion or resurfacing 


Look to bob evans & company. Look to Tech-Tone 


materials. 
‘Pateni applied jor 


W Registered vademark oi Allied Chamical Corporation 


vans & 11181 harry hines 
suite 144, dallas, texas 75229 lel: 214-241-7118 
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uaranteed 


Four 


solutions to 
paint failure. 


AUSTIN 


Caico Home Centers 
701 West Fifth St. 

12636 Research Hwy 183 
4607 Burleson Rd. 

6926 North Lamar 


CORPUS CHRISTI 


Corpus Christi Brick and Lumber Co. 


121 North Staples 


DALLAS 
Texas — and Wallpaper 


217 Preston Valley Center 
4225 Ross 


Texas Distributors 


HOUSTON 


Atlas Paint Company 
2330 Wirtcrest 


FORT WORTH 


W. J. Hancock Paint and Wallpaper 
902 West Magnolia 

3214 Camp Bowle Blvd. 
3200 Race St. 

2027 North Main 

1008 Miller St. 

1213 Jacksboro Highway 
Arlington 

1303 E. Abram 

Hurst 

521 Bedord Euless Rd. West 


LUFKIN 


Slaughter Paints 
907 Pershing 


SAN ANTONIO 


J. C. Jones Paint Co. 
1414 Fredericksburg Rd. 


TYLER 

Exum Co. 

Troup Highway 
WACO 

Waco Paint Center 
3703 Franklin 
WICHITA FALLS 


Norriss Brothers Lumber Co. 
3400 Holliday Rd. 


